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PREFACE 


The U.S. Civil Airmen Statistics is an annual study published to 
meet the demands of FAA, other government agencies, and industry for 
more detailed airmen statistics than those published in other FAA 
reports. 


Statistics pertaining to airmen, both pilot and nonpilot, were 
obtained from the official airman certification records maintained 
at the FAA Aeronautical Center, Oklahoma City, Oklahoma. 


An active Airmen is one who hold both an airmen certificate and 
a valid medical certificate. Airmen who must have a valid medical 
to exercise the privileges of their certificate are all airplane 
pilots, control tower operators, flight navigators, and 
lighter-than-air pilots are not required to have a medical 
examination but the numbers represent only those who had a valid 
medical certificate. Mechanics, parachute riggers, ground 
instructors, and dispatchers certificates represent all certificates 
on record at the Aeronautical Center. 


This study was prepared in the Office of Management Systems, 


Management Standards and Statistics Division, Statistical Analysis 
Branch (AMS-420), by Patricia W. Carter. 
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I. ACTIVE PILOT CERTIFICATES HELD 


TABLE 1 
ESTIMATED ACTIVE PILOT CERTIFICATES HELD: DECEMBER 31, 1978 - 1967 


en S27 ACEC ae 
ee ee 


For 1980 only, a walid medical certificate was defined as one that was issued within the last 27 months. 

Glider and lighter-then-air pilots are not required to have a medical examination; however, the totals above represent pilots who received 
a medical examination within the last 25 months. 

lambers represent all certificates on record. No medical examination required. 


Not included in total. 
Special ratings show on pilot certificates, do not indicate additional certificates. 
Revised 


Lele 


iw 
In lel 


Category of | 
Certificates Meld 1980 L/ 


Student 18 ,696 18,367 


Airline Transport 

Helicopter (only) 

Glider (only) 2/ 
2/ 


Mote: Instrument ratings not reported. 


For 1980 only, a valid medical certificate was defined as one thet was iseued within the lest 27 months. 

Glider and lighter-then-eir pilots are not required to have a andicel examination; however, the totals above represent pilots who 
veceived a usdice]l euminetion within the lest 25 months. 

lambers represent all certificates on record. WM usdical exasination required, 


3/ 
4/ Wot included in total. 
r/ 


Tmaz 3 
ESTDATED ACTIVE PILOT OD WRPILOT CERTIFICINES WELD, BY CLASS OF CERTIFICEIES MD BY WA TECICR: 


IBGRSER 31, 1987 
Rew Northwest Western- 
England | Mountain | Southern /[Soutinast | Pacific 
116,254 | 34,175 65,664 =| 116,661 85 537 124 ,48 


91,723 


Outside 
U.S. 2/ 


16,886 


SE fe ke 


ow eo Bo KR om #3 


21 219 


32885 
5034 


Ff 


TEE 3 (Continued) 


ESTROIED ACTIVE PILOT 5D WRMPILOT CERTIFICATES WELD, BY CLASS OF CERTIFICATES MD BY BAA BSCION: 
IBCRSER $1, 1987 a ’ oe, 


Airline Transport Airplane (only) 
Airplane, 


“ns 0 Bee Ik ¥ is 


oo o BE. [F 8 
20 Oo Be {[s & 


TEE 3 (Contisued) 


ze ESTDATED ACTIVE PILOT AD WOPILOE CERTIFICATES WELD, BY CLASS OF CERTIFICATES OD BY BAA BBCION: 
TSORGER 31, 1987 


Commercial Helicopter, Commercial 


Kg So 
ae 


ee a 
ot Ee ts a& |f 


Glider (only)—Total 


Private Glider 
Commercial Glider 


Lighter~Then-Air 
Total—All Monpi lot 


[x 
fs is “o8 le Oo 
o 


8 


Flight Inetructor Certificates— 
Total 4/ 


7 
eS 38ss 


0 
u 
438 
359 

79 

3 

18 ,652 
12,782 
34 
2,680 
2he 
163 

2 A39 
2,768 
2,019 


Instrument Ratings 5/ 


E 


y Includes Outside U.S. total. 

4/ Cutside U.S. includes aizmen certificated by the FAA who live outside the 50 states or foreign countries. 
3/ Total ratings issued to dete. ‘These ratings retain their validity without periodic medical examinations. 
4/ we included in total. 

3/ Special ratings show on pilot certificates, do not indicate additional ratings. 


Tamas 4 


BSTROTED ACTIVE PILOTS AD FLIGHT DBTIOCIONS BY BAA BECION MD STATE: 
DBCRGER 31, 1967 


bal , . ’ yA e . 


2% 
6 
393 
133 
46 
58 


TMEE 4 (continued) 
ESTRGIED ACTIVE PILOTS SD FLIAT DSTOCIONS BY MA IECKN MD STATE: 


TBCRSER 31, 1987 

28,m5] 13,225 
6,622 317 
2,076 963 
2,101 Th 
5,215 1,989 
2,513 982 
9,069 4,504 
1,49 416 


3,539 2,360 

17,691 10 45 

6,361 3,751 

2,561 1,007 

1,900 1,425 

6,032 2,855 

2,833 1,613 

46% 2,178 

36,131 18,958 

2,817 1,584 

3,501 2,323 

2,276 1,162 

5,927 2,504 

21,610 11,385 

35,220 25,253 

6,661 3,209 

45,541 20,043 

ae} ¢ 

2,186 1,198 

Outside U.8.—Total 4/ 3,216 5,716 
Other U.S. Areas os 36 
American Sanca 2 1 
Canal Zone 0 1 
Qu: 2 19 
Puerto Rico 506 2% 
Virgin Ieland 118 78 
take Toland 0 1 


1/ Includes Ortside U.S. 

2/ Includes helicopter, glider, and lighter-then-eir. 

3/ Not included in total. 

4/ Ostside U.S. includes Other U.S. Areas outside of the 50 states and foreign countries. 


3/ 


Flight 
Instructor 


J 


ei gf oA 


49 
61 
22 

610 

9 
6 
76 

101 

169 

us 
7 

6 

719 

167 
al 

123 
$8 
3 

-S 

9 
63 


gjnneanee 


4,208 
4,119 


57 


gl S828 aaegas 


TBGRSER 31, 1987 


. Airline . 
Students Transport | Misce) Lansous 

17,49 
17,195 
400 
2,168 
31 

35 
302 
333 
572 
Sl 
340 
41 
2,888 
718 
2% 
461 
399 

77 

577 

bt) 

322 


mazes 
ESTRATED ACTIVE WRGN PILOTS OD FLIGHT DUTMICIONS BY MAA BECK MD STATE: 


; j i 
i F . i : j is : 
j. | Pqatll | GHGO8 1 Hidliail | nl 


THEE 5 (contimned) 


ESTRGTED ACTIVE WGN PILOES AD FLIGHT INSTRUCTORS BY PAA BEGION MD STATE: 
DECRSGER 31, 1967 


Airline Flight 


: 
Is 


eSB ee & f 
sSsseee 8 
>RGBGRBE 


gs 
g 
lz 


EYARNBSBR 
BSBeRB Ree EB 


x2 


&/ Other U.S. Areas are included in Outside U.S. Total. 
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TABLE 6 


DECE@ER 31, 1967 


Class of Certificates 


Private Helicopter 

Private Gyroplane, Private Airplane 

Private Helicopter, Private Airplane 

Private Helicopter, Private Airplane, Private Glider 

Private Airplane, Commercial Gyroplane, Coumercial Helicopter 
Private Airplane, Private Glider, Commercial Helicopter 
Private Gyrop lane 

Private Airplane, Commercial Glider, Commercial Helicopter 


Comme rcial Helicopter 

Commercial Helicopter, Private Airplane 

Commercial Airplane, Commercial Helicopter 

Commercial Airplane, Private Helicopter 

Commercial Airplane, Private Glider, Commercial Helicopter 
Commercial Airplane, Commercial Glider, Commercial Helicopter 
Commercial Helicopter, Private Glider 

Commercial Helicopter, Commercial Glider 

Commercial Gyroplane, Commercial Airplane 

Commercial Airplane, Commercial Gyroplane, Commercial Glider 
Commercial Airplane, Commercial Gyroplane, Commercial Helicopte 


Commercial Airplane, Coumercial Gyroplane, Commercial Helicopte: 
Commercial Glider 


Commercial Helicopter, Coumercial Gyroplane 
Commercial Airplane, Commercial Glider, Private Helicopter 


Airline Transport Helicopter 
Airline Transport Airplane, Airline Transport Helicopter 


11 


TABLE 7 
ESTIMATED ACTIVE GLIDER PILOES BY CLASS OF CERTIFICATES 
DECEGER 31, 1987 


Class of Certificates 


Private Glider 

Private Airplane, Private Glider 

Private Airplane, Commercial Glider 

Private Airplane, Private Glider, Private Helicopter 
Private Airplane, Private Glider, Commercial Helicopter 
Private Airplane, Commercial Glider, Commercial Helicopter 
Private Glider, Commercial Airplane 


Private Glider, Commercial Airplane, Commercial Helicopter 
Private Glider, Commercial Helicopter 


Commercial Glider 

Commercial Airplane, Commercial Glider 

Commercial Airplane, Commercial Glider, Private Helicopter 
Commercial Airplane, Commercial Glider, Commercial Helicopter 
Commercial Helicopter, Commercial Glider 


Commercial Airplane, Commercial Gyroplane, Commercial Glider, 
Commercial Helicopter 


Commercial Airplane, Commercial Gyroplane, Commercial Glider 


12 


pilote with ratings to fly helicopters only. 
pilots with ratings to fly gliders only. 


1/ Excludes student pilots. 


13 


Type of Pilot Certificates 
Total Active Pilots Airline Transport 


See ees = 


26,885 | 29,019 
25,086 . 24,195 
19,531 | 18,089 


7,819 
5,718 
3,541 
2,732 


Helicopter (Only) Glider (Only) iV Lighter~than-sir V Flight Instructor 2/ 


[wer | wee | eo |e wo | ser | ee | ise | rver_| 06 | rs | 
Cae aoe Load a Loan a Tah lor no fa 


eeageStBex. 


L/ Glider and lighter-than-air pilots ere not required to have a medical examination; however, totals above represent pilots 
who received a medical examination. 


2/ Wot included in totel active pilots. 
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TMLE 11 
AVERAGE AGE OF ACTIVE PILOTS BY CATEGORY 


1978 
1979 
1960 
1961 
1982 
1963 
1964 
1965 
1986 
1967 


Y/ Includes helicopter (only), glider (only) and lighter than air (only) pilots not showm separately. 
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mE 12 


ESTIRATED IDSTHPENT RATING HELD BY CLASS OF CERTIFICATES 
TEGEGER 31, 1967 AD 1986 


vate Pilote—Total 

Private Airplane (only) 

Private Airplane, Private Glider 

Private Airplane, Commercial Glider 

Private Airplane, Private Helicopter 

Private Airplane, Private Glider, Private Helicopter 
Private Airplane, Commerical Helicopter 

Private Airplane, Private Gyroplane 

Private Airplane, Private Glider, Commercial Helicopter 
Private Airplane, Commercial Glider, Commercial Helicopter 
Private Airplane, Other 


Cosmercial Airplane (only) 

Commercial Airplane, Private Glider 

Commercial Airplane, Comercial Glider 

Comercial Airplane, Private Helicopter 

Commercial Airplane, Commercial Helicopter 

Commercial Airplane, Private Glider, Commercial Helicopter 

Commercial Airplane, Commercial Glider, Commercial Helicopter 

Coomercial Airplane, Commercial Gyroplane 

Commercial Airplane, Commercial Helicopter, Commercial Gyroplane 

Commercial Airplane, Commercial Gyroplane, Commercial Glider 

Commercial Airplane, Commercial Glider, Private Helicopter 

Commercial Airplane, Commercial Gyroplane, Commercial Helicopter 
Comercial Glider 


= uodGhdd eo KSG fits sae ee uc j- 


irline Transport Pilots—Total 


Jur 


Airline Transport Airplane 
Airline Transport Airplane, Airline Transport Helicopter 


co Ww 
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I]. ACTIVE NONPILOT CERTIFICATES HELD 
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Total—ell grows 
Private Pilote—Total 


Private Airplane (only) 
Private Airplane, Private Glider 
Private Airplane, Commercial Clider 


Private Airplane, Private Clider 
Private Helicopter 

Private Airplane, Commercial 
Helicopter 

Private Airplane, Private Gyroplane 

Private Airplane, Private Glider 
Commercial Helicopter 

Private Airplane, Comercial Clider 
Commercial Helicopter 

Privete Airplane, Other 


~ 
C=} 
LS) 
20 0 of o wood [8 o 


st F 


Ww 
Oo 


18 


TMLE 13 (Continued) 


ESTIAXTED INSTHRGENT BATINGS MELD, BY CLASS OF CEETIFICATES, BY PAA HECKON: DSCRSER 31, 1987 


He licopter, Commercial Oyroplane 
Comsmercial Airplane, Comercial 
Lane, Commercial Glider 
Coumercial Airplane, Comercial 
Glider, Private Helicopter 
Cousnercial Airplane, Comercial 
Gyrop lane, Commercial Helicopter 
Conse rc ial Glider 


Airline Transport Airplae, Airline 
Tramneport lie licopter 


1/ = Includes Outside U.S. total. 


2/ Qutside U.S. includes airmen certificated by PAA who live outside the SO states or foreign comtries. 


19 


ESTIMATED ACTIVE KOMPILOT AINGEN CERTIFICATES o BY MAA EG AD SUE: 
TECRSER 31, 1987 


potassuirae ame | fre | se | oe | ie |e 


Total 2/ 427,962 | 297,178 9,659 
United States—Total 408,079 | 263,755 998 59,37 7,583 1 
Alaskan Ragion—Total 427 3,107 vd ny v2 4 
ee 2 2 i 
Kanese 5,993 4,630 108 907 38 3 
Missouri 10,937 8,697 160 1,288 6 3 
Nebraska 1,789 1,299 67 335 3 5 
Esstern—Total S186 4,337 1,638 8A26 1,931 z= 
Delaare 1,029 739 26 6 12 5 
District of Columbia 338 201 19 | 82 17 0 
Mary land 3,959 2 AA9 138 | 779 51 v 
lev Jersey 11,015 7,554 2% 1,352 3% 66 
Mew York 24 099 18,923 388 | 2,598 1,077 7” 
Pennsylvania 4,096 10 A25 362 1,991 236 45 
Virginia 6,370 3,423 422 1,267 32 
West Virginia 900 623 47 211 0 
Great Lekes—Total 35,820 38,060 1,219 9,635. 879 a 
Illinois 15,558 10,099 >. nn ar | 304 D 
Indiana 5451 3,687 18 i 941 56 5 
Michigan 9,046 6,339 ist | (1,818 2 ? 
Minnesota 9,585 6401 137; 1,224 278 4 
North Dakota 852 650 3 | v2 2 0 
Chio 10,268 7,309 258 1,967 97 5 
South Dakota 886 617 21 196 4 
Wisconsin »1% 2,758 128 £56 47 6 
Mew Eng land—Total 18,652 12,782 Pan) 2,680 2h 163 
Comecticut 5,645 3,606 rv 759 76 109 
Maine 1,328 869 41 242 28 8 
Mescachusetts 8,296 6 hos 163 1,046 67 v 
View Hempehire 1,970 918 31 353 29 pry 
Bhode Island 799 Se7 18 15) 9 2 
Vermont 614 380 10 129 15 6 
Morthwest-Mountain—Total} 35,786 22 £02 1299 5490 an v7 
Colorado 1956 6,578 168 1,48 186 29 
Idaho 1,594 1,042 157 298 6 4 
Montane 1,915 9175 276 34 3 ry 
regen 3,936 2,772 233 646 6 27 
Utah 632 1,698 78 396 re) 4 
Washington 13,822 8,863 355 1,888 216 76 
Wyoming 1 678 2 156 1 3 


TLE VU (Contimed) 


mEcReER 31, 1967 : 


Outside U.8.—Total 2! 


Other U.S. Aress—Total 


Auericen Seance 
Canal Zone 
Quan 

Puerto Rico 
Wake Island 
Virgin Islend 


U/ pate for flight engineers and flight nevigetors represent total active ratings held. Data for dispatchers, mechanics, 
parechute riggers and ground instructors represent total retings issued to date. ‘These ratings retain their validity. 


2/ " includes Outside U.S. 


3/ aseside U.S. includes Other U.S. Aress outside the 50 states and foreign cowtries. 
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iat eed Google 


II]. PILOT CERTIFICATES ISSUED 
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Fr 
| 
4 
1 
| 


Total 
and State ¥onpi lot 
Women 


FAA Region 


District of Columbia 


24 


THLE 15 (Contimed) 


mecca Nm ro 7 alc 


|e 


RRBER a 
Be nwo 


20 
38 
35 
73 
48 
539 


lg 
& 


se $ & 


av Date for flight engineers and flight nevigetors represent total active ratings held. Data for 
dispatchers, mechanics, parechute riggers, and ground instructors represent total ratings iseusd to 
date. These ratings retain validity. 

2/ eludes Outside U.S. 


3/ Qsztside U.S. includes Other U.S. Areas outside of the 50 states and foreign countries. 
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THLE 16 
PILOT CERTIFICATES ISSUED, BY CATHOORY: CALENDAR YEARS 1963-1967 


ee 
— dd 
Re ocd ne ed Re aed ed Bred vad onl Roca 


aia 
Commercial 

Airline Transport 
Helicopter (only) 
Glider (only) 


(P) Preliminary 
r/ 


N/A = Not_ available. 
Note: Additional ratings are entered on current ainnan certificates as follow: 
Private, commercial, and airline transport pilot—sircraft category, class, and type instrument rating. 
Helicopter pilot—instrument and type ratings. 
Flight instructor—ratings for each aircraft category in which the holder is qualified, and for instrument flying instruction. 
Mechanic—seirframe and powerplant ratings. 
Parachute rigger—senior or master rigger—senior or easter rigger ratings. 
Ground inetructor—ratings for each subject in which the holder is qualified to give instruction. 
Air traffic control tower operator—jumior/esenior ratings for airport where holder aay control air traffic. 
L/ Six month total. 
2/ Not _ included in total. 


3/ Special ratings shown on pilot certificates represented above; not included in total. 
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wma 17 


PILOT CERTIFICATES ISHED, BY CATRCORY AD COEUCER: ICRGER 31, 1967 


(P) Preliminary 
Note: Excludes Renewals 
Additional ratings are entered on current airmm certificates as follow: 


Private, Commercial, and Airline Transport Pilot—Aircraft Category, Class and Type Instrument Rating. 

Helicopter Pilot—Instrument and Type Ratings. 

Flight Instructor—Ratings for each aircraft category in which the holder is qualified to instruct, and ratings for 
inatrument flying instruction. 

Mechanic--Airframe and Poverplant Ratings. 

Parachute Rigger Senior or Master Rigger Ratings. 

Ground Instructor—Ratings for each subject in which the holder is qualified to give ground instruction. 

Air Traffic Control Tower Operator—kmior/Senior Ratings for airports vhere holder aay control air traffic. 


*Special ratings shown on pilot certificates represented above, not included in total. 
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TABLE 18 


DBTRIPENT RATINGS ISSUED: 1967, 1986, 1963 


. Percent 
Class of Certificates 1963 Change 
1967-1986 


Private Pilots—Total 


Private Airplane (only) | 33 
Private Airplane, Private Glider 42 
Private Airplane, Commercial Glider 1100 
Private Airplane, Private Helicopter : 21 
Private Airplane, Commercial Helicopter 31 
Private Airplane, Private Glider, 
Private Helicopter 0 
rrivate Airplane, Other 55 
Commercial Pilote—Total “4 
Cosmercial Airplane (only) 47 
Coumercial Airplane, Private Glider 54 
Commercial Airplane, Commercial Glider 97 
Conmercial Airplane, Private Helicopter 180 
Commercial Airplane, Commercial Helicopter 22 
Commercial Airplane, Private Glider, 
Commercial Helicopter 133 
Commercial Airplane, Commercial Clider, 
Conmercial Helicopter 22 
Commercial Airplane, Other — 
Rotorcraft Pilots—Total 1 
Commercial Helicopter 1 i 
Commercial Helicopter, Airline Transport Helicopter = 
Commercial Helicopter, Commercial Glider — 
Commercial Helicopter, Other 0 
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STUWEMT CERTIFICATES ISSUED, BY MONTH: 1963 - 1967 
p= T= T= [oft 
coor [wire oo om [ao 


8,0% (P) 
7,537 (P) 


5,750 (P) 


4,655 (P) 


(P) Preliminary 


r/ Revised 


AEN20/9 
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